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The systems were installed as an interim measure to address concerns
about the quality of raw well water on the island.

By Hetty Musfirah Abdul Khamid, Channel NewsAsia
Posted 31 Jan 2016 14:45

SINGAPORE: Three of the seven licensed food stalls at Pulau Ubin will no
longer have to boil well water before using it to cook, after water
treatment systems were installed at their premises.

The systems, which costs about S$7,000 each and were sponsored by
construction firm HSL Constructor, were installed at the three stalls –
Cheong Lian Yuen, Sim Lim Huat and Season Live Seafood – as an
interim measure to address concerns about the quality of raw well water
on the island.

In December last year, NEA issued a notice to all licensed retail food
establishments on Pulau Ubin to boil well water for at least a minute
before using it to prepare food and drinks for sale. Alternatively, they are
required to use bottled water or water from the mainland.

The move came about after testing of samples of tap water drawn from
wells showed the presence E. Coli bacteria and total coliform bacteria.

Since the systems were installed, the treated water have been found to
be free of the contaminants, NEA said.

The initiative to install the water treatment systems was coordinated by
the Siglap Citizens' Consultative Committee and the NGO - Corporate
Citizen Foundation, with support from government agencies. 

The aim is to install it in four out of seven food establishments on the
island and allow residents to tap on it eventually. Senior Minister of State
for Defence and Foreign Affairs Dr Maliki Osman said there are plans to
install a fourth water treatment system at another food stall in the coming
weeks.

"We pay attention to the first four, because they are the major providers
of food and water," he said. "For the moment, we have already installed
three and we are intending to install one more at another food
establishment.

So we will have finally four systems. And for each of the system we will
provide one additional tap for the others in the neighbourhood to be able
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CDC expected to declare end to Chipotle's E.coli outbreak as soon as Monday: WSJ

Kranji Marshes, Singapore's largest freshwater marshland, now open to visitors

Formal treatment facility needed at Pulau Ubin: First aiders

Pulau Ubin visitors to get safety, security tips

to tap on. What we are saying here is that we have provided an interim
solution to the food establishments - so that the visitors who come to
Pulau Ubin, whether they want to consume food or drinks at the
establishment that we have provided this facility, will feel more confident."

He said the food stalls have seen business dropping by about 20 to 30
per cent, and he hopes the measure will restore public confidence.

The water treatment systems are being sponsored by a construction
company - HSL Constructor. Each system costs about S$7,000. The stalls
have agreed to maintain the system regularly to ensure it continues to
perform as designed. This includes changing the filters every six
months. Maintenance costs are expected to range between S$500 and
S$600 annually.

Retailers say they don't mind bearing the costs.

"This system will help restore our business,” said Koh Siew Hong, who
runs a seafood restaurant on the island. “I find it okay to pay S$500 or
S$600 a year because residents here will benefit. I have confidence in
this system."

Dr Maliki added that the Government is looking at longer-term solutions to
provide residents with better access to potable water. Taps will also be
set up to allow other residents on the island to have access to the treated
water. The treated water however, will not be accessible from taps in
public restrooms.

- CNA/cy
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